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Text: Ellen Egan  

IT’S 11:35 A.M. ON A WEDNES-
DAY in January. Pat Deighan, rocker
and self-made businessman, and I
tuck into a sun-drenched booth
near the front of Timothy’s Café in
Charlottetown. We’re not even a
block away from his record shop,
Back Alley Music, where he kindly

invited us in for our cover shoot just a
day prior. 

AN INDUSTRYStaple
Pat Deighan, a guy

who knows the east
coast music scene like

the back of his hand, fills us
in on what we can expect

once East Coast Music
Week rolls into town

Pat Deighan, winner of Music PEI’s In-
dustry Person of the Year award for

2014 and Co-Chair for East Coast Music
Week’s Charlottetown organizing com-

mittee, is pictured here in front of his
record shop’s large display of east coast

artist albums. Photo credit: Alanna Jankov
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Now given our meeting time and location, I
figured we’d chat over the obvious beverage of
choice, coffee. But Pat announces he’s already had
his morning dose, opting instead for a honey
wheat ale—damn the man who works for him-
self, I can’t help but think. The cup of breakfast
blend resting between my palms suddenly feels
quite boring in comparison. 

I should have known better, though, given the
complimentary beverages at the recent ECMA
press conference and I can’t help but sense some
foreshadowing for the upcoming five-day musi-
cal celebration.

This guy is no stranger to the local music in-
dustry, with a network that reaches all over the Is-
land and across the east coast. Over the years, he’s
played in bands like Strawberry, Eyes for Tele-
scopes, the Orb Weavers, In-Flight Safety, and
these days cover band, the Love Junkies. With
such an impressive resume, it’s clear why he won
Music PEI’s Industry Person of the Year award for
2014. 

And between running Back Alley Music,
nominated for ECMA Music Merchant of the
Year, and the Trailside Café and Inn, winner of the

2014 Music PEI’s Venue of the Year award, with
his wife, Meghann, it’s not surprising he was also
asked to be the Co-Chair for East Coast Music
Week’s Charlottetown organizing committee. 

Plus, he’s just one of the good guys that every-
one knows. 

This becomes even more apparent as he
seems to greet every other person who walks in
the door. Perhaps we should have reconsidered
our seating choice, but he doesn’t miss a beat and
carries on explaining how his most recent posi-
tion came to be. 

“I was approached last fall and was like, ‘Oh,
wow! That’s quite the honour’ and immediately I
got a little scared at the same time,” he laughs.
“Because usually over the winter we get to relax—
it’s our break from the Trailside.
But then I quickly realized that’s
just foolishness and wanted to
be a part of it because I’ve loved
the ECMAs forever.”

And he means it. Pat gathers
he’s probably been to 18 out of the last 20 events.

“Typically, I’m on the other side—maybe in a
band, maybe organizing a show, or maybe just
going as a fan. Meghann, my wife, is a huge fan,
too,” says Pat. “But either way, I was very happy to
get involved and it’s a very good way to kind of
‘shake off the winter blues’ and kinda get every-
one excited for spring and summer, right?”

Much the way the local music scene has
evolved over the years, starting off in small bars
and pubs, Pat says he’s watched the ECMAs take
shape in a similar fashion as well. 

“I can kind of remember early on when it was
very small, just a few rooms,” says Pat. “Our
bands would go over even if we weren’t officially
playing. You’d sneak into the fun parties at the
hotel and hang out with everybody. It’s just
evolved into a great conference and the exposure
for our musicians is always great.”

As a music fan, I have to admit we sometimes
get a little selfish and think these festivals are put
on for our entertainment. While that may be true
in a way, there’s a huge benefit for the musicians
when these conferences to take place in our
hometown.

“Other organizations, like Music PEI as well,
they bring in a lot of international delegates and I
think we’re starting to see a lot of work come out
of it for musicians,” explains Pat. “It seems like
they’re bringing in a lot of the right folks that can
kind of work with bands—whether they’re rock,
traditional, singer-songwriter—and kind of make
things happen.”

Well, there’s no doubt about it, we’re certainly
in for something special as we reach that final
stretch before spring. The streets will really come
alive with the best of the best, like Jenn Grant,
Kayo, Tim Chaisson, Scientists of Sound, Mo
Kenney, and the Tom Fun Orchestra, to name
just a few: “I just love how the ECMAs come to
town and take over the city. It’s great.” 

And although his shop is clearly quite active
all year-round, hosting live open mic or “Soup

Saturday” shows at
the shop on Satur-
days, he says it be-
comes a really fun
place to be during
ECMW.

“[During ECMA week] Kyle Cunjak from For-
ward Music is going to take over on the Saturday
afternoon. And then I’m probably going to book a
Friday afternoon [show],” says Pat. “I love using
that back room for music. It’s fun because I find all
the musicians kind of gravitate towards Back
Alley, so it becomes a hub of musical activity.”

Now I have a feeling he has a few tales from
past ECMAs up his sleeve, and I can’t help but
ask him to share one with us.

“The first one that comes to mind is our dear
friend, Jay Smith, [the late guitarist for Matt Mays’
band] just at a hotel after-party,” recalls Pat, with a
smile. “We were all in this hot tub, and Jay de-
cided to “christen” it with a bottle of gin—but the
funny thing was, it wasn’t our room and it wasn’t
our gin!”

But as much as Pat is looking forward to
what’s in store this April, he’ll certainly have his
hands full between opening the Trailside just
after ECMAs and a new baby due shortly after
that: “I think it’s gonna get pretty wild in April—I
feel like I’ve kind of weathered a lot in my life, so
this is going to be a good challenge. We’re very
excited; all of it is such fun, good, positive stuff.”

East Coast Music Week takes place in Charlotte-
town April 2nd to 6th. For more information on
tickets, artists, and venues, check out
www.ecma.com.

Multi-award winning singer-songwriter, Jenn
Grant is just one of the many artists who will
perform at ECMW 2014 in Charlottetown.
Her video “The Fighter” is also nominated for
Fan’s Choice Video of the Year. Photo credit: Mat Dunlap. 

“I just love how the ECMAs 
come to town and take over 

the city. It’s great.”
PAT DEIGHAN
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