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Text: Ellen Egan

TELLING STORIES HAS BEEN A
PART OF ISLAND CULTURE FOR,
WELL, EVER. It’s a part of every
culture, for that matter. But even as
someone who writes some form of
story almost everyday, I have to
admit it’s not a concept I’d ever really
put a whole lot of thought into. 

That is until recently, when the idea
of STORY, a new mixed media produc-
tion described as marrying stories, song,
and film, piqued my interest. David
Weale, acclaimed Island author/storyteller, and
Colin Buchanan, award-winning musician/pro-
ducer, collaborated to bring a unique show to life
that delves deep into stories and how they shape
our lives. 

Curious as to how you tackle such a broad
concept and put a production of this nature to-
gether, I spoke with Colin just ahead of seeing the
preview show in early July. 

For him, the ride began last fall when he
says he “foolishly” told David Cyrus Mac-
Donald, STORY’s producer, fellow Paper
Lions band mate and CEO of Confedera-
tion Entertainment, that he’d help cre-
ate it. Soon enough, he was tasked
with the job of trying to come up
with a concept for the show, essen-
tially from a blank canvas.

“I knew I wanted to have
something that wasn’t like a regu-
lar storytelling show,” explains
Colin. “Growing up, my father [Alan
Buchanan] was in story-
telling shows—he and
David Weale—and they
kind of set the template
for these types of shows. 

“But I wanted some-
thing that was a little more
poetic, something that went deeper and deeper
into the ideas of storytelling. Why people like sto-
rytelling and music, and how that all connected
inherently—how we’re connected to hearing sto-
ries, inherently.”

After tapping into that idea, he then went on
to develop the framework of the people he wanted
to be involved. 

“First and foremost, it was David Weale [I

wanted],” says Colin. “I hadn’t
read any of his stuff before-
hand…and I started reading

this one book of his in particular
called Chasing the Shore, and I totally fell in love
with the book. That gave me the gumption to go
after him and ask if he
wanted to do this produc-
tion with me.”

After several meetings
and conversations, David
eventually agreed to
write the show
with Colin: “I
went to his
place and we
hung out for

like two hours, and at the end of it he said, ‘I’ll
be honest, Colin, I had no intention of doing
anything with this. I had planned on just

telling you, ‘good luck.’” 
Luckily, they had found a com-

mon bond within their views and
philosophies on life. He says writer

Ann Thurlow also played an integral
part as a sounding board early on and

that the next obvious choice was his fa-
ther Alan Buchanan, a well-known P.E.I.
resident and beloved writer and story-
teller. 
“Because I grew up hearing him story

tell, I knew that he has a real unique perspective,”
he says. “Not just as a storyteller, but as a charac-
ter, as a politician, as a father, as my father.”

And throughout the show, Alan does not dis-
appoint. His ability to impersonate a wide variety
of characters while telling stories with spotless
comedic timing and whit is truly impressive.
Equally as entertaining is Hank Stinson, a veteran
of the Charlottetown Festival, who clearly has ex-
perience performing for all kinds of audiences
and offers the cast a wealth of expertise. 

As for the musical component, Colin says he
knew he wanted both male and female musicians:
“I’ve been working with Dylan Menzie for the last
year and a half…and he’s just extremely talented,
so I knew that I wanted Dylan there. 

“I also wanted to have a female component be-
cause like any sort of storytelling, it’s a different
point of view when it’s coming from a female. So
Ashley Condon was an obvious choice. She’s done
wonderful things.”

And I must say, the combination is a stroke of
genius. On the one hand, you have Dylan, an up
and coming young musician with a dynamic
voice and impeccable musical ability, and on the
other, you have the larger-than-life stage presence
and down to earth charm of Ashley Condon—all

accompanied beautifully by seasoned veteran Brad
Flemlin on the piano. 

From there, Colin says they were looking for some-
one to play the main narrator role. With a very specific
type of person in mind to play the role of “Story,” he en-
couraged his friend Mike Walker to try out for the show.

“Just as I thought he would, he killed it,” recalls
Buchanan. “He was perfect for the role. It really suits
him and suits his personality and the look of him—
there’s something inherently mischievous about Walker
that really just works for me. He’s been really great.”

Mike, a Charlottetown native who’s recently been
spending more of his time on the production side of
things, says he’s excited to be back in the acting saddle
and had missed being part of the magical moments that
can only happen in front of an audience. 

“I love the transition that takes place when a per-
formance moves from rehearsals to a live audience,” he
says. “The audience reaction brings all the work you’ve
put in to life—it’s then you realize that the show isn’t for
you, the performer, it’s for them.”

And although Colin says he was inspired by the
Gene Wilder’s Willie Wonka character from the get-go,
he was careful not to “over direct” and wanted Mike to
discover the character on his own: “You’ve got to lead
people to it—so that it can mean something to them, so
they’re not just copycatting what you’re doing and the
way you inflect different things.”

Mike describes a great moment early on in the re-
hearsal process where he approached Colin with the
idea of using the very same character as a template for
his performance as Story: “He broke into a huge smile.
He hadn’t mentioned to me that he had used the same
performance as an inspiration for the Story character
while writing the show with David. 

“But we also wanted Story to be our own. I guess
more than anything I’ve tried to capture the playful guile
he exudes while both entertaining and educating his au-
dience. Story knows (or claims to know) as much about
storytelling as Mr Wonka does about chocolate.”

And although STORY is definitely
an ode to storytelling on P.E.I.,
Colin says it focuses on wider
concepts that translate not
just to the Island, but
small communities and
small places—that preser-
vation of identity no matter
where you are. 

STORY - A Portrait of Home Through
Song and Story plays Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays in July and August at 7:30
p.m. at the Guild in Charlottetown. For more
information or to purchase tickets, visit
www.theguildpei.com. 

The larger-than-life stage
presence and down to
earth charm of Ashley Con-
don will have you dancing
one minute and tearing up
the next.Photo credit: Kimberly Rashed.

The dy-
namic voice
and impeccable
musical talent of up and
coming musician Dylan
Menzie rounds out the
show’s cast. Submitted photo.
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Pictured here is indie-pop band Paper Lions. First from left is
Colin Buchanan, the creator, writer and director of STORY and
to his right is David Cyrus MacDonald, the show’s producer
and CEO of Confederation Entertainment. Photo credit: Kathie MacPhee.

“I guess more than anything I’ve
tried to capture the playful guile
he exudes while both entertain-
ing and educating his audience.
Story knows (or claims to know)
as much about storytelling as Mr
Wonka does about chocolate,”
says STORY’s lead, Mike Walker.
Photo credit: Leigh Elliott.


